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in this fascinating book john keenan offers a classical commentary on the new testament letter of james section by section informed by a thorough

study of contemporary jamesian scholarship his approach is unique in theat it employs mahayana buddhist philosophy as the interpretive lens to focus

on this early christian text the author argues that the first chapter of james letter presents wisdom as non discriminative in a manner very similar to

mahayana buddhist teaching on wisdom and james insistence upon deeds of compasssion and justice recommends a notion of christian practice that is

quite close to the mahayana ideal of bodhisattva engagement in the world because of these areas of resonance james in particularly amenable to a

mahayana reading a reading that enables us to elicit fresh insights from the text

the letter of james delivers a clear message faith in jesus christ must shape how we live james calls individual believers and the church to live with

integrity ensuring that belief and knowledge are reflected in words and actions although the letter is sometimes perceived as disjointed pieces of advice

this commentary contends that james has a coherent message intended to prod the church toward greater faithfulness and to encourage people to follow
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jesus in all of life the intensely practical letter is not merely a checklist of rules to follow to be good people rather it is rooted in god s grace goodness

and generosity and in the good news that we are made new through the word of truth in this 38th volume in the believers church bible commentary

series scholar sheila klassen wiebe interprets the letter of james with a view to its original jewish christian readers its place in the broader biblical story

and its continued resonance today about the believers church bible commentary series this readable commentary series is for all who seek more fully to

understand the original message of scripture and its meaning for today sunday school teachers members of bible study groups students pastors and

other seekers from the series foreword

richard bauckham explores the historical and literary contexts of the epistle of james discussing the significance of james as the brother of jesus and

leader of the early jerusalem church he gives special attention to the aphorisms which encapsulate james wisdom and to the way that james teaching

closely resembles that of jesus

this unique commentary on james by an outstanding new testament specialist david b gowler provides a broad range of original perspectives on how

people have interpreted and been influenced by this important epistle the author explores a vast array of interpretations extending far beyond

theological commentary sermons and hymns to also embrace the epistle s influences on literature art politics and social theory the work includes

examples of how successive generations have portrayed the historical figure of james the just in both pictorial and textual form contextualizing his

analysis with excerpts from key documents including artistic representations of the epistle the author reviews the dynamic interactions between the

james and jesus traditions and compares james s epistle with those of paul the volume highlights james s particular concern for the poor and
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marginalized charting the many responses to this aspect of his legacy drawing on sources as varied as william shakespeare john calvin charles schultz s

peanuts and political cartoons this is an exhaustive study of the theological and cultural debates sparked by the epistle of james james through the

centuries is published within the wiley blackwell bible commentaries series further information about this innovative reception history series is

available at bbibcomm info

foundational essays for students of new testament epistles this accessible introduction to contemporary scholarship on the epistle of james begins with

chapters that consider possible sources and backgrounds used by the author of james the genre and literary structure of the book and its major

theological themes building on this foundation subsequent chapters examine james through social scientific readings perspectives of latin american

immigrants and the marginalized and major recent developments in textual criticism the final chapters in the volume address the relationship between

the epistle and the historical james reception of the epistle in the early church and major catholic and protestant interpretations of the book in the

reformation era the contributions in this volume distill a range of important issues for readers undertaking a serious study of this letter for the first time

features an introduction to contemporary scholarship on this important but often overlooked text clear explanations of all technical terms and themes in

depth discussions of the importance of jewish scripture and interpretative traditions greco roman philosophy and jewish wisdom motifs and biblical

perspectives on justice wealth and poverty

over 3 million lifechange studies sold growing in god takes work we don t wake up wise and faith is not a reflex james a pastor in biblical times

recognized this as he wrote the book of james his letter confronts the confidence we place in our own capacity for wisdom and faith he challenges us to
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instead receive god s wisdom freely given and available to all to fill in what we lack discover the practices of faith and wisdom that will help you grow

more in christ s character in this study you will find 12 lesson to help lead you through the book of james wide margins and extra space for your

reflections discussion questions for group study thought provoking reflection questions and prompts notes for further study applications to help you go

deeper helpful excerpts on the historical context lifechange bible studies offer a transformative encounter with each book of the bible designed to help

you discover and rediscover insightful and challenging truths in scripture each book is ideal for group or personal use

volume 6 of the bible exposition commentary 6 volume set
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